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early days of Islam, or from sufiy, wise, pious, or from safi, pure, or from safa, purity.
Abstract of Sufi. Doctrines.
The principal doctrines of Sufiism have been summed up by Sir W. Jones as follows1: ' The Sufis believe that the souls of men differ infinitely in degree, but not at all in kind, from the divine spirit of which they are particles^ and in which they will ultimately be absorbed; that the spirit of God pervades the universe, always immediately present to His work, and consequently always in substance; that He alone is perfect in benevolence, perfect truth, perfect beauty; that love of Him alone is real and genuine love, while that for other, objects is absurd and illusory ; that the beauties of nature are faint resemblances, like images in a mirror, of the divine charms ; that, from eternity without beginning to eternity without end, the supreme benevolence is occupied in bestowing happiness, or the means of attaining it; that men can only attain it by performing their part of the personal covenant between them and the Creator; that nothing has a pure absolute existence but mind or spirit; that material substances, as the ignorant call them, are no more than gay pictures presented continually to our minds by the sempiternal artist; that we must beware of attachment to such phantoms and attach ourselves exclusively to God, who truly exists in us, as we exist solely in Him; that we retain even in this forlorn state of separation from our Beloved, the idea of heavenly beauty and the remembrance of our primeval vows, that sweet niusick, gentle breezes,
1 Sir W. Jones, Works, 1807, ^ol. iv. p. 212.
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